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ELECTIVE HOME EDUCATION (EHE) - CLARIFICATION FOR PARENTS  

Child/ren’s Name:_________________________ 

This document is relevant when parents choose to electively home educate their child(ren) who are statutory school age.  A child is statutory school age at the start of the school term following the child’s 5th birthday up to the last Friday in June of the school year that the child reaches 16 years of age.

When parents elect to home educate, they are committing to the following:
· To take full responsibility for their child’s education;
· To provide a full-time education;
· To provide an education which is ’efficient and suitable’;
· To provide an education which meets their child’s needs, including any special educational needs;
· To provide an education which does not foreclose on any future opportunities for the child.
Parents should also be aware of the following:
· The Local Authority cannot provide any funding to support parents who choose to educate their child at home.
· Schools will not provide work, books or enter the child for exams (SATS OR GCSEs)
· Parents who withdraw their child from school but subsequently choose to reapply to the same or a different school may find that there are no suitable places readily available in the borough.  A long wait on the waiting lists of one or more schools may ensue and there is no guarantee of re-entry.
· Where a parent wishes to withdraw their child who is at risk of permanent exclusion, and the parent intends to make an application for alternative schools, it is most likely that the case would be referred to the Local Authority Fair Access Panel if an appropriate elective home education is not provided while awaiting a place at a new school.   No priority is given to applications made for children who are electively home educating.
· If your child has been Permanently Excluded and you have opted to now EHE – please note that if you wish for them to return to school, they will need to be referred to the Fair Access Panel and may be required to attend Alternative Provision before being placed in Mainstream school. 
· For many reasons, parents frequently find that they cannot sustain home education in the longer term.
· Preparing the child for national qualifications (including GCSEs) and registering the child for examinations is the sole responsibility of parents; this includes finding an examination centre willing to enrol the child.
· When parents withdraw their child from school in order to home educate, the school will follow legal guidelines and inform the Local Authority.
· The Home Education advisor will contact the parent and work with the family to review the provision of education within the legal framework.  
· Parents are required to submit evidence of home education to the LA within 10 working days of beginning home schooling.
· If provision of education at home is found not to be ‘efficient or suitable’ following a review period, parents will be asked to complete an application in order that the child return to school. 
· The pupil will be expected to take the school place which is allocated.  If he/she fails to attend and or does not submit an application then the Behaviour, Attendance and Children Missing Education (BACME) service will consider issuing a School Attendance Order.
· A referral may be made to Social Care if there are concerns about a pupil’s welfare.  A welfare check may be carried out.
Have you discussed with the school your reasons for Elective Home Education:   Yes/No
Was this decision taken because your child/ren was not offered a place at your preferred school:  Yes/No
Was this decision taken as you are unhappy with your child’s current school placement, if yes please provide details about this.
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Have your sought your child’s view about Elective Home Education: Yes/No 
Please state if your child/ren is in agreement with Elective Home Education (This will depend on the age of the child): Yes/No
Are you remaining in Waltham Forest from the point you will be Electively Home Educating your child/ren? Yes/No. If No what are your plans, if you are moving abroad, please provide details of this. If you are moving out of Waltham Forest, please provide details of your new address.  ______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Please confirm that you understand the requirements set out by the Department for Education for you once you choose to Elective Home Educate your child/ren: Yes/No
Consent to Share Information
We encourage parents who are electively home educating (EHE) to provide consent for the local authority to share relevant information with other services such as Early Help and Health Services.
Providing this consent means we can ensure your family receives:
· Information about local and national health services
· Details of activities, workshops, and events in the community
· Access to support services that may benefit your child’s education and wellbeing
Information will only be shared where it is relevant and appropriate, in line with data protection legislation. You can withdraw your consent at any time by contacting the EHE team. Our aim is to help you and your child stay connected to useful services and opportunities in the borough.
☐ Please tick this box if you do not consent to your information being shared.
Parents are asked to sign this document to indicate that they have read and understood their responsibilities with regard to Elective Home Education as indicated above.
Parent Name: _____________________________________     
Parent Signature:___________________________________
Date:

Signed:							Name:
Relationship to child:						Date:
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