
 

Standards & Testing Agency (STA): Primary assessment FAQs 

 

Following school and stakeholder feedback, here are the answers to frequently asked 

questions about this year’s primary assessments. 

 

Q: Has STA raised the expected standards used in assessments in 2022? 

 

A: The expected standards for our assessments in 2022 have not been raised compared to 

pre-pandemic arrangements. The tests we will use are those which were due to be 

administered in 2020 and the teacher assessment frameworks remain unchanged. 

 

Q: Should we disapply pupils who have not covered the entire key stage 2 (KS2) 

curriculum? 

 

A: As always, the final decision about entering individual pupils for assessments is for the 

pupil’s headteacher in line with KS2 assessment and reporting arrangements. Even if a 

pupil is not put forward for a test, schools will still need to undertake an appropriate form of 

assessment: 

• If the pupil is working at the overall standards of a given test or assessment and is 

moving on to key stage 3 (KS3) in the following academic year – that is, they have 

completed KS2 – they should be entered for that particular test or assessment. This 

includes where they may not have covered all aspects of the curriculum in as much 

detail as would have been the case without the disruption over the last two years. 

• If the pupil is working below the overall standards of a given test/assessment but is 

still engaged in subject-specific study, they should be assessed using the pre-key 

stage standards. 

• If the pupil is working below the overall standard of a given test/assessment and 

not engaged in subject-specific study, they should be assessed using the 

engagement model. 

• If a pupil is not moving on to KS3 in September 2022, and will remain in KS2, then 

they should not be entered for end of KS2 assessments. 

One aim of assessments this year is to gain an understanding of the impact of the 

pandemic. Headteachers will be best placed to judge if any absence has been so 

significant, the pupil is not working at the overall standard as a result. 
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