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Sample Risk Assessment Template

Early Years External Play Areas 
Review and tailor the contents of this generic risk assessment to meet your settings individual circumstances, actions determined as required but not yet in place should be moved from the ‘What are you already doing’? column to the “What further action is necessary?’ column. Record any other significant findings and actions required to reduce risk further where existing controls are insufficient, assigning these actions to an appropriate manager or member of staff. 
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	SAMPLE RISK ASSESSMENT FOR:


	Early Years External Play Areas - Use of Play areas / equipment.
	

	Establishment:


	Assessment by:


	Date:
	

	Risk assessment number/ref:

(add your own if so desired): RA-001
	Manager Approval:


	Date:
	


	Hazard / Risk


	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
	What further action is necessary?
	Action by who?


	Action by when?


	Done



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Injury from

activities in

the

playground - Ball games /

Play items (e.g. Skipping ropes, footballs etc
	Children 

Minor injury from contact, trips and falls
	Ball games are permitted in designated areas

to create a quiet area.

Children only allowed to play games that are

considered within children’s individual capabilities as decided by staff.

Games can be stopped at any time by staff if

considered unsafe or inappropriate.

Discussion regarding safety will take place.

Activities to be age appropriate and reflect the

mix of ages within the setting as well as

special needs of children.

The settings behaviour policy applies on the playground.

	
	
	
	

	Unsafe condition and / or use of play equipment & furniture
	Children
Cuts / abrasions, broken limbs, fractures, muscular skeletal and other physical injuries.

	· Pre – use checks of play equipment to be logged as part of R.A to look for damage, vandalism, broken glass etc

· Quarterly inspections of play equipment by setting recorded. 

· Play equipment is given an annual safety inspection by a competent person

· All staff will monitor all play equipment when on duty to ensure it is kept in good condition. i.e. free from splinters, loose joints, protruding bolts or screws etc. 

· Defects reported to manager and repaired as necessary

· All staff monitor the condition of the playground when they are on duty and report problems to the manager

· Staff supervising use of play equipment understand how the equipment is to be used

· Playground surface maintained in good sound condition to minimise slips and trips

· Check free of ice before use in winter

· Kept free from build-up of leaves in autumn


	
	
	
	

	Litter, glass, needles, animal faeces etc
	Minor injuries, cuts / abrasions 

Needle stick injury

Bloodborne viruses (HIV, Hepatitis B) 

infection, Toxocariasis
	· Inspection of the area and litter pick as required
· Staff provided with appropriate equipment and protective equipment.

· Provide signage at setting entrance points.

· Provide equipment so that faeces can be removed safely.
	
	
	
	

	Trees, poisonous or thorny plants
	Minor injury, abrasion, allergic reaction
	· protruding branches cut back.

· Tree survey undertaken on a regular cycle by a competent person and plan in place to deal with remedial actions. 

· Visual checks by staff to identify any foreseeable risks from falling branches etc. (particularly after storms)

· Separate risk assessment for forest schools.

· Identify any plants identified as being an irritant or a danger. 

· Educate pupils not to eat berries / seeds etc. (If it is not a food plant, do not eat it)

	
	
	
	

	Sandpits
	Children
Sand in eyes/face etc. Slips/trips. Contamination of sand
	· Sandpit checked for unsafe items before play and covered after use

· Clean sand regularly (including area around sandpit) 

·  Appropriate sand is being used

·  Activities supervised at all times

	
	
	
	

	Falls from climbing apparatus / major injury
	Pupils 

Slips /falls

Cuts / abrasions, fractures, broken limbs, muscular skeletal and other physical injuries

Collision with others on equipment
	· Restrict and control numbers on apparatus at one time (specify the maximum number of children)

· Ensure that the equipment is appropriate for the age of the pupils using it. (For some equipment it may be necessary to identify an age or height restriction).

· Supervision of use required at all times

· Apparatus not to be used when wet and slippery.

· Clear rules about appropriate behaviour (for example not to hang upside down from monkey bars)

· Children to wear appropriate footwear

· Ensure that impact absorbing surfaces are present where there is a significant risk of a fall (not required for climbing equipment below 60cm)
· Consider segregating age groups (Specify the age or year groups if appropriate)


	
	
	
	

	Bullying 
	Children

stress, physical injury
	· An anti-bullying policy should be in place

· Adult supervisors should be familiar with the policy

· Training for supervisors in identification and prevention of bullying


	
	
	
	

	Fighting/
Rough games / injury
	
	· Supervisors aware of rules on appropriate behaviour

· Supervisors trained in how to deal with this type of situation

· Prohibit inappropriate games 


	
	
	
	

	Security/

Children absconding/leaving grounds unobserved 
	Children
Unsupervised contact with adults /abduction, assault, child protection issues
	· Procedures in place for the arrival and departure of children (including when children leave early)

· Maintained, unbreeched fencing (no holes or gaps) - perimeter fencing min of 1.8m high.

· Points of access onto the site minimised with clearly signed routes to the reception

· If possible, provide alternative routes for visitors which will bypass playing areas.

· Gates closed / secured during outside activities

· Avoid children playing in areas out of sight of adults

· Areas identified as higher risk made “out of bounds” (Identify on a plan)
· Appropriate supervision levels (see below)


	
	
	
	

	Lack of supervision
	Children
Slips /falls

Cuts / abrasions, fractures, broken limbs, muscular skeletal and other physical injuries

Collision with others on equipment
	· Supervision levels appropriate for the layout of the site and the play areas, especially in the vicinity of gates and where there are public footpaths through the grounds. (Identify on a plan)

· Identify any blind spots due to walls, trees, bushes, play equipment, etc. and eliminate/reduce problem by cutting back/down hedging, extending fencing etc

· Review when required given age of children and activities being undertaken.

· Review the max number of children you can safely have in the playground

· Ensure at least one first aider is supervising

· Supervision will always be provided when children are using the outdoor play equipment

	
	
	
	

	Hard surfaces / steps and steep slopes/slips trips and falls


	Children, Staff and Visitors
Cuts / abrasions, broken limbs, muscular skeletal and other physical injuries
	· Ensure that the play areas are safe with no trip hazards, including gaps in surface, tears in artificial surface etc and keep maintained. Any areas which become unsuitable will need to be coned off and placed out of bounds until repairs can be undertaken.

· Area periodically checked for missing drain covers, uneven surfaces, etc.

· Games not to be played on steps

· Ensure these areas are gritted in the winter when there is ice and snow

· Staff to monitor the condition of the playground when they are on duty and report problems to the manager

· Playground surface maintained in good sound condition to minimise slips and trips.

· Kept free from build-up of leaves in autumn


	
	
	
	

	Lack of first aid/ Inadequate response to accidents / more serious injury 


	Children
Potentially more severe outcome from injury
	· Adequate numbers of supervision to account for emergency situations (Identify the number of staff and the number of children they will be expected to supervise). 
· Adequate first aid cover should a member of staff report sick

· First aid kits located close by playing areas

· Trained first aiders present on the site and available at all times

· Supervisors who do not have first aid training are aware of the action they should take in the event of an injury and what not to do

· Supervision can be maintained when first aiders are dealing with injured pupils.


	
	
	
	

	Risk

presented by

weather –

both summer

and winter
	Children, Staff
	· Manager/ Deputy Manager will decide if weather conditions are suitable or not for outdoor activities 

· Suitable outdoor clothing (sunhats/wet weather wear) to be worn

· Sunscreen to be applied by parents where applicable
· Shade provided

· Drinking water available 


	
	
	
	

	Food and Drink


	
	· Staff trained to appropriate levels in food hygiene

· All food and drink are stored appropriately

· Adults do not carry hot drinks through play area(s)

	
	
	
	

	Internal play equipment Slips, trips, injury
	
	· All equipment purchased/loaned to be checked to ensure they are safe for the ages and stages of children attending activity

· Layout of equipment to allow adult and children to move freely between activities

· All equipment checked regularly for cleanliness, state of repair etc

· All glues, paints etc are non-toxic

· Supervision is constant during physical play

· Children taught how to use play equipment correctly.

	
	
	
	


	Additional Control Measures

(to take account of local/individual circumstances including changes such as working practices, equipment, staffing levels).
	Action by Whom

(list the name of the person/people who have been designated to conduct actions)
	Action by When

(set timescales for the completion of the actions – remember to prioritise them)
	Action Completed

(record the actual date of completion for each action listed)
	Residual Risk Rating

	
	
	
	
	

	DATE OF REVIEW:

Record actual date of review

	COMMENTS:

Record any comments reviewer wishes to make. Including recommendations for future reviews.

	DATE OF

REVIEW:


	COMMENTS:

	DATE OF

REVIEW:


	COMMENTS:


	RESIDUAL RISK RATING
	ACTION REQUIRED

	VERY HIGH (VH) Strong likelihood of fatality / serious injury occurring
	The activity must not take place at all. 

You must identify further controls to reduce the risk rating.

	HIGH (H) Possibility of fatality/serious injury occurring
	You must identify further controls to reduce the risk rating.

Seek further advice, e.g. from your H&S Team

	MEDIUM (M) Possibility of significant injury or over 3 day absence occurring
	If it is not possible to lower risk further, you will need to consider the risk against the benefit. Monitor risk assessments at this rating more regularly and closely.

	LOW (L) Possibility of minor injury only
	No further action required.
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