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Session 1
• Securing outcomes and challenge for all 

learners in the EYFS
• Securing Outcomes in Communication and 

Language and maths
• Narrowing the attainment gap between Boys 

and Girls
• Strategies for enriching environments to 

promote challenge 
• Closing the gap between the lowest and 

highest 20% 



Session 2 

• Quality of evidence and knowledge 
• How evidence is collected 
• Strategies for collecting evidence specifically 

for C&L and Maths 



Identify and discuss how to implement a 
balanced EYFS curriculum 

What does this look like? 
What are the barriers to learning?
What are the key changes in preparing children 

for Year 1 ?
On tables discuss this and list common features 

and key changes. 



EYFS Should….
Connect to the wider school community through:
Reception children’s participation in whole-school 

events and celebrations, setting rules and 
expectations early on for behaviour in the school as a 
whole

Developing children’s confidence, concentration and 
ability to listen and follow instructions

Generating a love of learning and an enjoyment of 
school



Her Majesty’s Inspectors (Ofsted) believe that: 

‘A good early education is the foundation for 
later success. For too many children, however, 
their Reception Year is a missed opportunity 

that can leave them exposed to all the painful 
and unnecessary consequences of falling behind 

their peers.’



‘The EYFS Curriculum should…’

Prepare children for the demands of year 1, including the 
increased expectations of the 2014 national curriculum

Secure essential skills of reading, writing and mathematics, as 
the gatekeepers  for successful learning across all other 
subjects

Start quickly, from the first week of the new academic year 

Build on children’s learning from the end of nursery and/or 
pre-school.

Instil a day-to-day routine so that children feel safe secure and 
happy



Bold beginnings research into the reception 
curriculum has found…. 

• The EYFSP is a huge work load for teachers. 

• Many teachers when discussing Development matters began using it as a ticking off 
activity against the Early learning goals. By default, these tasks-and ticking them off-
became the reception curriculum, with significant loss of focus on learning, step by 
step. 

• There was/is a grey area between the ELG and the national curriculum

• Reading to be at the heart of a successful curriculum

• Maths is not given the same priority and progression meaning continuity from reception 
to year 1 is problematic. 

• Play is used primarily for developing children’s personal social and emotional skills. 

• Successful schools make sure that they give reading, writing and mathematics in 
reception classes direct teaching every day.

• From this and a succinct curriculum the children were equipped to meet the challenges 
of Year 1 and beyond.  



Strategies for Securing Outcomes in 
Communication and Language

Face to Face….

When talking to children it is important to ensure you are face to face with them. This 
promotes many communication and language skills including eye contact and attention. By 
being face to face with a child it enables you to gain their full attention. They will also be able 
to see the way you move your lips and tongue whilst pronouncing words, this will help with 
their articulation and letter sounds. 

Slow Down….

This is a technique which can be applied to all aspects of communication and language. 
This is very effective when reading stories and singing songs. This allows the children to make 
sense of what is being said and process the words being spoken, helping them to form 
speech sounds. 

https://youtu.be/0F-AMPiXeQU

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=communication+and+language+in+the+early+years&&view=detail&mid=C64F96AF3F39A2E3D38CC64F9

https://youtu.be/0F-AMPiXeQU
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=communication+and+language+in+the+early+years&&view=detail&mid=C64F96AF3F39A2E3D38CC64F96AF3F39A2E3D38C&&FORM=VRDGAR


Use gestures….

Gestures are a great way for children in the early years to communicate and express 
themselves. This may be particularly useful for children who are struggling with 
communication and language difficulties or for children with English as an additional 
language. 

Add a word….

When communicating and using language with a child in the early years adding a word to 
what they are saying is a great way to extend a child’s vocabulary. 

Watch and wait….

As discussed above sometimes as adults we find it difficult to sit and embrace silence. As 
a practitioner in an early years you may feel like you are not doing your job if you are not 
joining in with play, commenting and questioning however sometimes silence really is 
golden. Wait for an indication that a child would like you to join in with their play and for 
them to use other communication and language skills to show you they are ready for you 
to engage in their activity.



Building an environment that helps language flourish…. 

Building a language rich environment is about using every opportunity to use language, 
to interact, to share a focus, to talk, to take turns. Building a language rich environment 
is also about building a nurturing environment, giving your child love and affection and 
building their self-confidence. And finally, it is about building a learning environment, 
creating a place where love, language and learning can all take place together. 

Remember your language level…. 

One of the biggest things to be aware of when using language around your young child 
is the level and complexity of the language you use. Think about their age and how 
much language they use. A young child will generally understand more words than he 
uses in speech. 



Take a step back and feed in language…. 

You can enhance your child's development of language by sometimes taking a step back 
during play and letting them take the lead. This gives the child control of their 
environment and builds their confidence. Although you are still involved in the play you 
are not dictating what is happening. However, you can still be feeding language into the 
play as it is happening. So the takeaway here is not to feel you have to fill in any gaps of 
silence, just watch and listen and add language. 



Consider the language you use during play….

Children do not learn language by having an adult continually asking them to name 
various items. Children learn by hearing words and linking them to things. So it is a good 
idea to feed language into play, rather than asking your child to name every toy they are 
playing with. Adding language is an easy thing to do and can be done in all types of 
different situations, not just play. You can comment on what the child sees, commentate 
on what your child is doing, or expand on what they have said e.g. Child: car 
Adult: that's right, it's a car, a fast car or Adult: that's right, it's a car, a red car, and there 
is a blue car 
Child: cat
Adult: yes, the cat is climbing (gesture the actions, and emphasize the key words cat and 
climbing) 



What research tells us….
To develop Reception children’s spoken language and listening comprehension, 
schools should teach children to: 

■ follow simple spoken instructions 
■ speak clearly, taking turns and listening to what others say 
■ participate in talk on a range of topics, both through play and in a class 
discussion 
■ listen attentively to a range of stories, non-fction, rhymes and poems 
■ become familiar with a few traditional and modern stories, recognising and 
joining in with predictable phrases, reciting some traditional and modern rhymes 
and poems by heart 
■ talk about stories they had heard and say which ones they liked 
■ take part in role play in familiar and everyday contexts. 



Using role play effectively to increase children’s opportunities to 
talk….

Children may benefit from more than one role play area, one 
creating a familiar everyday context, such as a home corner or 
shop, and another extending children’s imagination, such as a 
space ship or jungle. 



Consider your EYFS Curriculum…..

How do you ensure that language is modelled for children?

What strategies do you implement to expose children to new 
vocabulary?

How do you provide opportunity for children to practice and 
rehearse new vocabulary?

When planning a learning environment what must you consider?



Securing Outcomes in Mathematics 

An EYFS curriculum should provide….

A greater importance for the teaching of numbers in building 
children’s fluency in counting, recognising small numbers of items, 
comparing numbers and solving problems. 

Devote sufficient time each day to the direct teaching of 
mathematics, including frequent opportunities for children to 
practise and consolidate their skills. 



Further considerations….

Direct teaching of the whole class, allowing sufficient time to 
practise and rehearse important processes and skills. 

A whole-school ‘teaching for mastery’ approach to mathematics.

Use of practical activities and equipment-Children to make the 
connection between physical and visual images that represent 
numbers (CPA). 

Counting, numeral recognition and composition of numbers-this 
will help later on with more complex mathematical calculation 
skills. 

Traditional games, at school and at home that enable to apply 
their counting and hone their calculation skills. 



Maths Curriculum overview



Learning through play

What is learning through play?
Why is this important?



Learning through play

Play provides opportunities for children to experience learning in a 
meaningful and purposeful way. It is a means by which children can 
develop the skills and capabilities to be effective learners.

Play provides a context for children to access the content of the 
curriculum.  Opportunities should be given to children to build on 
previous experiences and make connections in their learning in an 
enjoyable way. 

The environment should encourage children to develop positive 
dispositions and share ownership of their learning. The teacher 
should provide opportunities for the children to engage in effective 
learning within a safe and secure environment. This reflects how 
children learn.

How does your environment enable play and support the 
development of communication and language skills?



Effective learning through play ensures that….
The fundamental skills of literacy, numeracy and oral communication are being 
supported

Rich and varied contexts for developing skills such as observing, organising, 
recording, interpreting and predicting are provided

Positive attitudes to school and to learning are promoted

Opportunities to learn in a practical way supports understanding 

Movement and manipulative skills are developed

Natural curiosity and imagination is stimulated

Opportunities for exploration, investigation, problem solving and decision-making 
are provided

Knowledge, understanding and skills through a range of contexts spanning all 
subjects in the curriculum are promoted



Outside Areas

Narrowing the attainment gap between 
Boys and Girls

Boys will often venture to the outdoor areas you provide (this too is true of all 
summer born children), to ensure progress for boys the outside learning 
environment is crucial!

The outside area needs to reflect the learning of the inside area

Activities should be linked to the topic or theme or book being used

All staff are aware of questions, planning, next steps for each child

Daily/weekly meetings with staff to discuss the standards and expectations for 
learning

Zoning/ providing key areas i.e. writing area, construction, maths, reading; allow 
opportunities for COEL 

Key learning questions are displayed as well as key words, pictures, widgets. 



Curriculum Balance

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMKzaEjp-bo

Think about the Key principles of the EYFS….

There is no set way to deliver a reception or nursery curriculum
however we must keep in mind that at the end of Reception 
children are expected to have achieved a certain level of good 
development.

Children must be Year 1/Key Stage ready. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMKzaEjp-bo


Factors to Consider when looking at your own 
curriculum….

Intent-What do you want your curriculum to do? 

Implementation-What does it look like in practice 
Do all staff understand what effective learning looks 
like? 

Impact-What are the children learning and developing, 
building on skills daily.  



What key factors underline a teaching 
time line

Questioning
�Variation

�Assessment
�Pace

�Progress



Teaching/Pedgogy

What does teaching look like in your setting?

Discuss on your tables
*What % of your time is directly teaching skills? 



A balancing act

Teacher led Child led 



Diminishing the difference between the highest 
achieving 20% and the lowest 20%

Teaching could include…..

Afternoon sessions with focus activities linked to key skills 
focussed on the lowest 20% and closing the gap between 
children

A continuous provision, however some direction is needed to 
ensure learning is continuing and that lowest 20% are developing 
key skills that are missing. 



Planning to close the gap

Look at your hand out-Think about closing the gap, Diminishing the difference.  



Afternoon planning

Look at your handout 



Key aspects for each learning area….

EAD-Role play 

maths

water

Reading

Construction 

Sand 
play 

Mud 
kitchen

Check list for each area. 

-key questions
-Key vocab
-writing materials
-Display



Closing the Gap and Diminishing the Difference

A sample of a pupil progress 
report/meeting 



Pupil progress report and meeting

Diminishing the difference. Closing the Gap.





Session 2 

• Assessment 
• Quality of evidence and knowledge 
• How evidence is collected 
• Strategies for collecting evidence specifically 

for C&L and Maths 



Settings should develop their own approach to assessment that 
meets the needs of their children, parents, staff and curriculum. 
Statutory practitioner assessment at the end of the EYFS is just 
one part of the broader assessments that practitioners make. 

There are 3 main forms of assessment in settings: 
1. Day - to - day formative assessment – to inform teaching on an 
ongoing basis 
2. In - setting summative assessment – to understand a child’s 
performance at the end of a period of teaching 
3. National statutory summative assessment – to understand a 
child’s performance in relation to national expectations and 
comparisons 

EYFS Profile 2019: 
How settings develop their own approach to assessment



Assessment



Principles of EYFS profile assessment 

Your policy and practice should ensure that you have reliable and accurate 
assessment underpinned by the following principles: 

•Assessment based on the Practitioner’s knowledge of the child gained through; 
Observation and interaction

•Responsible pedagogy to ensure all children achieve to their full potential

•Embedded learning, consistent and independent  in a
range of situations

•Holistic view of the child’s learning and development

•Accurate assessments that take into account contributions from a range of 
perspectives

( EYFS profile Handbook, page 10)



Principles of EYFS profile continued……….

Reviews of the child’s achievements should include those 
demonstrated at home as assessment without the parent’s 
contribution provides an incomplete picture of a child’s learning 
and development. 

(EYFS profile Handbook, page 13)

How do you ensure contributions are made by Parents 
and Carers in your setting?



Suggested assessment strategies

• On entry-specific groups of learners and where 
they came from

• Talking to parents
• Home visits
• Parent open times every week
• Tracking and moderating every 6 weeks
• Moderation and learning walks 
• Joint observations
• Regular meetings
• ELT subject meetings every half term 



Assessment-ELT report 

Look at your hand out-Think about closing the gap. 



Collecting Evidence and assessment 

How do you collect evidence?

Consider the differences when collecting evidence for each 
gender?

What are the barriers to collecting evidence?

How knowledgeable are all of the Staff collecting evidence? 
How do you support CPD to ensure consistency?

The quality of collecting evidence vs actual teaching?



Evidence and documentation

Settings can record children’s learning in any way that helps practitioners make 
accurate summative assessments. 

Practitioners must make their final EYFS profile assessments based on all their 
evidence. 

Evidence should come from day - to - day activity in the classroom and can be 
drawn from a variety of sources. 

The type of evidence will vary from setting to setting, class to class, and even child 
to child. 

A setting’s assessment policy should outline when it is necessary to record 
evidence and how evidence should be recorded.

Practitioners should avoid excessive evidence gathering and keep paperwork to the 
minimum needed to illustrate, support and recall their knowledge of the child’s 
attainment. 

There is no requirement that evidence should be formally recorded or documented.



Some strategies for collecting assessment 
evidence

Profiles/ folders
Special Books
Collection of photos
Written observations
Child’s Voice
Parents Voice



Activity

Look at these samples of CLL and Maths work….

What is this evidence telling you?
What could be added to make it more meaningful? 
What could the practitioner have done/questioned 
to improve outcomes for this child?



Any Questions?


