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L.A Checks 
Area SENCO/EP’s to check the graduated approach prior to assessing children for the 
purpose of additional funding requests 
PVI’s calling EP’s direct- the EP will check with the AREA SENCO whether the child is 
known to them and whether they have seen the evidence of the settings intervention. 
 
Maintained Early Years Nurseries 
These settings do not have an Area SENCO, the school SENCO will contact the EP 
service direct for an EP assessment. They also need to evidence their graduated 
approach-Smart Targets- with evidence of intervention 
*EY SEND SUPPORT PLANS- with at least ½ terms evidence of graduated approach 
*Involvement of parents from the start 

Early Years setting : identify, evidence and monitor the child’s 
needs.  

Contact Area SENCO- who will advise on strategies and support 
the graduated approach 

Including -SMART Targets and Outcomes 
For those who the Area SENCO consider will need further input – 

setting to implement the ‘My Early Years SEND Support Plan’ 
Monitor intervention for at least half a term 

If little or no progress after evidenced graduated approach- 
consider EP input 

AREA SENCO (not direct from setting) will contact their linked EP 
to arrange an assessment 

EY EP completes Assessment Summary and consider the need to request SEN Top 
Up funding, the Assessment Summary is presented at the  EY SEND Panel. 

Early Years PVI Settings- SEND SUPPORT 

EY SEND Panel consider the evidence-agree/disagree to 
request 

 
Disagreed- returned for more information/does not meet 

criteria. Support available from the Local Offer 

Agreed cases- Sent to parent/carer and to Childcare Team 
to process funding to the setting. Settings submit on head 

count returns to receive funding. 


