
When words are difficult for children to understand and use, other forms of communication will help. Before you start, think about 

how the child already communicates, what they understand and recognise and what they are interested in. For example: 

 A child who looks at you and is interested in copying actions such as clapping will probably be good at learning signs. 
 
 A child who is interested in or who will look at photos might find pictures or symbols helpful.  
 
 A child who does not copy you and does not look at pictures or cannot see pictures will probably find objects easier.  

           
              Support for Speech Language and Communication Needs: Using Visual Cues                  

Remember:      *        Try to get the children’s attention first (be at their level, say their name, wait for eye contact) 

                           *         use simple words alongside gestures/ pictures to help children learn to understand 
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